 A Policy for Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship

WAG Information document No: 065/2008 Date of issue: July 2008 and ‘Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship A Common Understanding for Schools – January 2017’ have been considered in the drafting of this policy.

At Pontarddulais Primary School, we believe that Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship is about:

‘the links between society, economy and environment and between our own lives and those of people throughout the world; the needs and rights of both present and future generations; the relationships between power, resources and human rights; the local and global implications of everything we do and the actions that individuals and organisations can take in response to local and global issues’ (ACCAC, Estyn)

“Climate change, poverty, conflict and consumer pressure are all part of our world today. ESDGC seeks to find ways to raise awareness and action to address the consequences of our lifestyle choices” Jane Hutt, Minister for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills - Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship - A Strategy for Action, Updated January 2008.

At Pontarddulais Primary, we believe that ESDGC encourages and supports the development of thinking skills, and helps involve and engage young people in their own learning. The challenge for schools is to provide opportunities for teachers and learners to consider global issues; make links between what is personal, local, national and global; engage in culturally-diverse experiences; critically evaluate their own values and attitudes; and develop skills that will enable them to challenge injustice, prejudice and discrimination. This is ESDGC: embracing it has the potential to enhance and enrich education.
This policy also links to the schools’:-

· H&WB policy

· RSE policy

· Food and Fitness policy

· Race Equality policy

· Equal opportunities policy

· RE policy

· Scitech Aole policy

· Humanities AoLE policy

Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is about enabling pupils to develop the knowledge, values and skills to participate in decisions about the way we do things individually and collectively, both locally and globally, that will improve the quality of life now without damaging the planet for the future.

Education for Global Citizenship (GC) enables pupils to understand the global forces that shape their lives and to acquire the knowledge, skills and values that will equip them to participate in decision-making, both locally and globally, which promotes a more equitable and sustainable world.

Implementation of our ESDGC policy
We recognise that in order to educate our children in sustainable and global issues, we need to plan for and embed ESDGC into the curriculum and all aspects of school life; as well as demonstrating all actions within the school.

ESDGC is delivered through the curriculum, more specifically through H&WB, Geography, RE, Science and Welsh. Opportunities for developing knowledge and understanding of ESDGC issues are made explicit in the above schemes of work and through numerous school based extra-curricular activities:-

 i.e ‘Ethical club’, ‘Healthy cookery club’, Gardening club, School Council, Forest School, Collective worship, Playground friends, Health heroes, Stemgineers, Visitors, Sports clubs, Road Safety, Charity fundraising, Community links

1. The curriculum:  We will address the explicit references to sustainable development and global citizenship where they exist in CFW and in our mapping/Big questions/schemes of work. Maximum opportunity will be taken to exploit specific local, national or global events 

e.g. ‘Rapid response’, Children in Need, Macmillan Cancer research, Comic Relief, Sport Relief etc.

2. Environment and Community Links:  Our environment will be cared for through implementing various initiatives and ensuring these are embedded within the school. i.e  Healthy Schools, Eco-schools, Forest Schools

3. Involving all stakeholders:  Children and adults (teachers, governors, parents, LEA, members of community, local councillors, church representatives etc), alike will participate in evaluative and management processes 

e.g. Governors, School Council and Ethical team, Healthy Schools team.

4.
Global and community links will be nurtured and valued:  We aim to make our school the centre of its community, drawing upon the expertise within it whenever possible.  We will seek to make links with other schools in this and other countries.  We will explore the concept of interpendence by pupils sharing their experiences and views with other schools.

5.
Resources:  We recognise the importance of having high quality resources that motivate children and support learning. Resources are not always physical. Some resources will be held at school level and a school policy on purchasing and using resources will be developed, which takes into account environmental impact and fair trade. All resources will be evaluated to ensure they present a balanced, non-stereotypical view of the world. Other resources will be shared through effective networking. Further resources can be obtained from outside agencies e.g. Healthy Schools team, School Library service and LEA.

Although ESDGC is highlighted as one of the themes for H&WB, it is important to remember that it runs through all the other themes, for example Active Citizenship encompasses the role of learners within the community, their rights and responsibilities, political literacy, all of which are part of the big ESDGC picture. It also runs through all aspects of health and emotional well-being, moral and spiritual development, and is an essential part of preparing for lifelong learning. It is across the whole range of H&WB, school ethos, humanities and Science.
Learning Outcomes

	Themes


	
	Examples found in school

	CONSUMPTION AND WASTE is about:

CHOICES AND DECISIONS is about:

HEALTH is about: 
CLIMATE CHANGE is about: 
IDENTITY AND CULTURE is about: 

THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT is about: 
WEALTH AND POVERTY is about: 

	Sustainability; understanding that some resources are finite and that managing these resources has implications for people’s lifestyles and for business.

Developing respect for self and others, accepting responsibility for personal actions and participating in group decisions.

Understanding how our actions can have consequences for others.
Understanding the essential features of ‘good health’ and recognizing the impact of choices about health issues on the quality of life for all people. 

Recognizing that climate can be affected by many factors and that climate change affects humans and other living things.

Recognizing and respecting diverse views, values and beliefs and acknowledging their importance in shaping lives and communities. Links to Wales

Recognizing the wealth, diversity and value of natural environments and how these can affect, and be affected by the actions of human communities. 

Recognizing that all human beings have certain needs, but that these needs are not always met in all places, in all societies and understanding that inequalities can seriously affect people’s lives, but our actions as individuals/groups can make a difference in combating poverty.
	Recycling

Ethical team
Walk to school

Healthy Eating

School grounds

Fair Trade

Racial Equality 

Anti-bullying

Anti-racism

Stereotypes

Charities

Healthy Schools

Family Numeracy/Literacy

Ethical team
Recycling

Fair Trade

Healthy Schools

Healthy snacks/recycling
Water on tables

Local and global issues e.g.

hurricanes, flooding

Fairtrade

Racial Equality 

Anti-racism

My Square Mile

Multicultural resource boxes

International Linking

Equality, Diversity Achievement Awards

STEM days

Environmental packs

Biodiversity Plans

Fair Trade

Global Equity

Literacy books and poems

Making Poverty History

Charity work




Assessment, recording and reporting

The work that the pupils do in different subjects that involves ESDGC will be assessed as other aspects of those subjects are assessed.  Some of this work may be formally assessed but much will be informally assessed. Extra-curricular work will be assessed informally. All Award schemes and accreditations linked to initiatives will be focused on i.e ‘Healthy Schools, Eco-Schools etc.  Significant achievements will be highlighted and reported to the parents, governors, community and press.

Co-ordination 

The teacher who has the ESDGC co-ordinators role will develop, raise awareness, support and work alongside colleagues to monitor and evaluate the area. Further in school training will be identified within the School Development Plan and the school performance management cycle.

CPD

CPD will be provided to support the needs of the school and individuals. 

Extra-curricular and out of school opportunities
Our extra-curricular provision allows our pupils to broaden their understanding of sustainable development and Global Citizenship. We have in place and participate in:-

· Eco Schools – we have gained our ‘Platinum Green Flag and are re-assessed bi-annually
· Healthy Schools – we have achieved ‘NQA – reassessment x4’

· Fair-Trade fortnight

· Gardening club

· A Healthy cookery club (linked to Transition with the comprehensive)

· Community links and links with outside agencies exist within these extra curricular activities

· ‘Eco/Health’ afternoon

· World’s biggest coffee morning

· Walk to School week

· Litter picking in the community

· Clothes amnesty – Summer fayre
· Local Food bank support
Within ESDGC, children will be provided with rich opportunities develop the statements within the Four Core Purposes. 

Therefore, producing pupils who are:   
· Ambitious, capable learners    
· Enterprising, creative contributors    
· Ethical, informed citizens    
· Healthy, confident individual   
RRS

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is at the heart of our schools planning, policies, practice and ethos. As a rights respecting school we not only teach about children’s rights but also model rights and respect in all relationships.

All aspects of ESDGC are linked to the articles outlined by UNCRC

Leadership and Management roles and responsibilities

A link governor has a responsibility for H&WB/ ESDGC and is the first point of reference for this area on the Governing Body.  The Co-ordinator for H&WB monitors the provision within the curriculum, alongside other coordinators and analyses the impact of the initiatives on the children, staff and school. 

Racial Equality

ESDGC merges with areas covered by Racial Equality. It is essential to bear in mind that there are differences. It is important to embed ESDGC and Racial Equality as an ethos within the school community, they will be linked and those links made explicit.

Equal Opportunities

All work on ESDGC supports the school’s equal opportunities policies and practices.

Pontarddulais Primary School is committed to consider relevant external views as appropriate i.e 

· ESTYN

· LA advisers

· Local Employers

· WAG guidance

Health and Safety

We adhere to the requirements and recommendations of the LA’s Health and Safety Policy. Parental permission is sought for all work off site and also in those activities in the school grounds that involve pupils taking action, eg, litter sorting and recycling etc.  Advice is taken from outside agencies.  

Date reviewed: Autumn 2022
To be reviewed – Autumn 2023
ESDGC:  How well are we doing?

Grade 1:  good with outstanding features;  

Grade 2:  good features and no important shortcomings; 

Grade 3:  good features outweigh shortcomings;

Grade 4:  some good features, but shortcomings in important areas;

Grade 5:  many important shortcomings.

	
	
	Evidence

	Is ESDGC included in the self evaluation framework? (refer to Inspector Matters School Issue 2 Jan 2005) 
	
	

	Are the statutory requirements for ESDGC in geography being met?
	
	

	Does the PSE provision give enough attention to ESDGC?


	
	

	Are opportunities to develop and extend pupils’ awareness and understanding of ESDGC identified in other subjects?
	
	

	Do pupils show an appropriate level of awareness and understanding of SD and of the knowledge, understanding, skills, attitudes and values necessary to become a global citizen?
	
	

	Are pupils given the opportunity to develop their awareness and understanding of ESDGC through extra-curricular activities?
	
	

	Does the school have adequate resources for ESDGC?


	
	

	Are staff sufficiently trained to teach ESdCG?


	
	

	Does the school have a good understanding of ESDGC?


	
	

	Does the school have a policy on ESDGC?


	
	

	Does the school act sustainably through:
	
	

	· Effective measures in the use of energy?
	
	

	· Minimising waste?
	
	

	· Promoting recycling?
	
	

	· Supporting healthy lifestyles?
	
	

	Is the school engaged in projects that promote ESDGC?


	
	

	Has the school gained any award for its work in promoting ESDGC?
	
	

	
	
	

	The way forward / Priorities for improvement:




