


LO’s

•To read, summarize and identify main events 
from information texts 

•To adapt writing to suit the purpose

•To use an impersonal style and third person



Rosa McCauley Parks was an American activist in the 
Civil Rights movement.

The main aim of the civil rights movement was to give everybody 
equal rights regardless of the colour of their skin, gender, 
nationality, religion, disability or age. 
The aim of the movement which peaked in the 1960's was to 
ensure that the rights of all people are equally and are protected 
by the law. There were 3 main activists in the Civil Rights 
movement in America…

Rosa 
Parks

Malcom X

MLK



What was the ‘Civil Rights’ movement…?

• The rights of a country’s citizens are called Civil 
Rights. Many African Americans were denied full 
civil rights for about 100 years after the end 
of slavery in the USA. The struggle for those rights, 
especially in the 1950s and 1960s, was known as 
the ‘Civil Rights Movement’.

• The Civil Rights movement was an organized effort 
by black Americans to end racial discrimination and 
gain equal rights under the law. It began in the late 
1940s and ended in the late 1960s.

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/African-Americans/352712
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/slavery/353782


What were the rules when black & white 
people were segregated?

• Children were not allowed to go to the same school – Black 
and white children were separated. Black children had to 
walk to school, while white children had a bus to travel on.

• All areas of society, such as restaurants, places of work, 
shops and even buses were segregated.

• At bus stops at this time, there had to be two queues of 
people: one for black people and one for white people -
and the white people got to sit on a bench.

• When the bus arrived, white people could take the seats at 
the front of the bus first. Then, the black people could get 
on and use any free seats at the back of the bus.



Which brings us to Rosa Parks in a nutshell…

Rosa Louise McCauley Parks was an American activist in the 
civil rights movement best known for her pivotal role in the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott. The United States Congress has 
called her ‘The first lady of civil rights’ and ‘The mother of 
the freedom movement’.

Born: 4 February 1913, Tuskegee, Alabama, United States

Died: 24 October 2005, Detroit, Michigan, United States

Spouse: Raymond Parks (m. 1932–1977)

Awards: Presidential Medal of Freedom

Education: Highlander Folk School, Montgomery Industrial 
School for Girls, Alabama State Teachers College for 
Negroes

Rosa at a glance

https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB761GB761&q=rosa+parks+born&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMtJS9ESy0620i9IzS_ISQVSRcX5eVZJ-UV5i1j5i_KLExUKEouyixVAIgBTo7YpNgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDm7-ShJDgAhUUShUIHXD6CGwQ6BMoADAnegQICBAG
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB761GB761&q=Tuskegee,+Alabama&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMtJS1ECswotKtO1xLKTrfQLUvMLclKBVFFxfp5VUn5R3iJWwZDS4uzU9NRUHQXHnMSkxNxEAOlp1kJCAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDm7-ShJDgAhUUShUIHXD6CGwQmxMoATAnegQICBAH
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB761GB761&q=rosa+parks+died&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMtJS9GSz0620i9IzS_ISdVPSU1OTSxOTYkvSC0qzs-zSslMTVnEyl-UX5yoUJBYlF2sABIBAG2cF_w_AAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDm7-ShJDgAhUUShUIHXD6CGwQ6BMoADAoegQICBAK
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB761GB761&q=Detroit&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMtJS1ECs4xSStK15LOTrfQLUvMLclL1U1KTUxOLU1PiC1KLivPzrFIyU1MWsbK7pJYU5WeWAACUtVWcQQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDm7-ShJDgAhUUShUIHXD6CGwQmxMoATAoegQICBAL
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB761GB761&q=rosa+parks+spouse&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMtJS9GSyE620i9IzS_ISQVSRcX5eVbFBfmlxamLWAWL8osTFQoSi7KLFSBiABXk1wg6AAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDm7-ShJDgAhUUShUIHXD6CGwQ6BMoADApegQICBAO
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB761GB761&q=Raymond+Parks&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMtJS1HiArFySwqKc6q0JLKTrfQLUvMLclKBVFFxfp5VcUF-aXHqIlbeoMTK3Py8FIWAxKLsYgCNUx-rQgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDm7-ShJDgAhUUShUIHXD6CGwQmxMoATApegQICBAP
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB761GB761&q=rosa+parks+awards&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMtJS9GSzU620k8sTyxKgZDx5Zl5ealFVmBO8SJWwaL84kSFgsSi7GIFiBgAjuVkWT8AAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDm7-ShJDgAhUUShUIHXD6CGwQ6BMoADAqegQICBAS
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB761GB761&q=Presidential+Medal+of+Freedom&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMtJS1ECs0wLk7O1ZLOTrfQTyxOLUiBkfHlmXl5qkRWYU7yIVTagKLU4MyU1ryQzMUfBNzUFSOanKbgVpaam5OcCADxAF85VAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDm7-ShJDgAhUUShUIHXD6CGwQmxMoATAqegQICBAT
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB761GB761&q=rosa+parks+education&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMtJS9GSzk620i9IzS_ISQVSRcX5eVapKaXJiSWZ-XmLWEWK8osTFQoSi7KLFeDCAKnxh4NAAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDm7-ShJDgAhUUShUIHXD6CGwQ6BMoADAregQICBAX
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB761GB761&q=Highlander+Folk+School&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMtJS1HiArFK4jMsy7O1pLOTrfQLUvMLclKBVFFxfp5VakppcmJJZn7eIlYxj8z0jJzEvJTUIgW3_JxsheDkjPz8HAAoCvu9TgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDm7-ShJDgAhUUShUIHXD6CGwQmxMoATAregQICBAY
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB761GB761&q=Montgomery+Industrial+School+for+Girls&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMtJS1Hi1U_XNzRMqUipMC6uqtKSzk620i9IzS_ISQVSRcX5eVapKaXJiSWZ-XmLWNV88_NK0vNzU4sqFTzzUkqLS4oyE3MUgpMz8vNzFNLyixTcM4tyigFlgXVzYQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDm7-ShJDgAhUUShUIHXD6CGwQmxMoAjAregQICBAZ
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GGRV_enGB761GB761&q=Alabama+State+Teachers+College+for+Negroes&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MMtJS1HiArFK4jMsTQ21pLOTrfQLUvMLclKBVFFxfp5VakppcmJJZn7eIlYtx5zEpMTcRIXgksSSVIWQ1MTkDKAiBef8nJzU9FSFtPwiBb_U9KL81GIA3N9xKWIAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDm7-ShJDgAhUUShUIHXD6CGwQmxMoAzAregQICBAa


The Montgomery bus boycott



‘No, 
means 
No…’







Found 
guilty…



The 
Montgomery 
Bus Boycott



The 
boycott 
lasted a 
YEAR!



The fight 
continued…



Read the ppt and biography we’ve uploaded and create a 

‘Mind map’ with summarised notes on Rosa Parks’ life and actionsTask 1:



Task 2:
•Write a brief biography/encyclopedia entry 

about her

• You will design a page for a children's 
encyclopedia including all of the above

EXTENSION: Why not include an entry on 
another Civil rights hero on your encyclopedia 
page? Martin Luther King…



Example of an encyclopedia entry… WAGOLL
Begin with a Tag line: 
e.g ‘Rosa Parks was an African-American woman who made history and 
was instrumental in starting the Civil Rights movement’.
e.g ‘In 1955 Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery, 
Alabama, city bus to a white person. Her action sparked the U.S. civil 
rights movement’.

A ’Tag line’ is like a very brief introduction. 
It gives your encyclopedia entry a context 
– a summarised sentence about who she 
was and what she did. It’s almost an 
introduction as to what this paragraph is 
going to be about…

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/civil-rights-movement/403522


e.g Rosa Parks was born Rosa Louise McCauley on 
February 4, 1913, in Tuskegee, Alabama. As an African 
American in Alabama, she had to live with 
segregation, which means separation of the races.

Rosa married Raymond Parks in 1932. After her 
marriage she joined the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). The 
NAACP worked to make life better and fairer for 
African Americans. Parks became a leader of the 
NAACP branch in Montgomery.

This next section gives some personal details about 
her – birth, death, marriage, beliefs…

Example of an encyclopedia entry… WAGOLL

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/African-Americans/352712
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/National-Association-for-the-Advancement-of-Colored-People-NAACP/399979


On the 1st December 1955 Parks took the bus home from 
her job as a seamstress. Montgomery city buses then had 
three sections of seats: a front section for whites, a back 
section for blacks and a middle section. When the driver 
told Parks to give a white man her seat, she refused. The 
driver called the police, and Parks was arrested, jailed and 
fined. The arrest angered African Americans in 
Montgomery. They met in churches and talked about what 
to do. Soon, they decided to boycott the buses. This 
boycott was led by Martin Luther King; another Civil Rights 
activist at the time. 

This section summarises why she is remembered. You’ll 
notice it’s almost ‘note form’, just the information needed 
to relay the information. You have to be ‘to the point here’

Example of an encyclopedia entry… WAGOLL



This was called the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott. It lasted for 381 days. The state was 
losing so much money that the government 
decided to end the unfair segregation on the 
buses. Her small actions made history and 
they acted as a catalyst for the Civil Rights 
Movement. She was awarded the 
presidential Medal of Freedom in 1999. She 
famously said ‘People always say I didn’t give 
up my seat because I was tired, but that isn’t 
true. No, the only tired I was, was tired of 
giving in.’

Example of an encyclopedia entry… WAGOLL

Quote

This section explains that 
her ‘action’ had a ‘reaction’. 
You have to go into a little 
detail as to how her refusing 
to give up her seat impacted 
on society and the law. A 
quote to end is effective.



To sum up…
• Include a TAG LINE:

• i.e Rosa Parks was an African-American woman who 
made history and was instrumental in starting the Civil 
Rights movement.

• Early Life:

• Background:

• What she did:

• Consequently (What happened next/Impact):

• Quote:

This is a guide for your plan. Your paragraph should not include any 
subheadings or bullet points. This is just a guide.






